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I take some liberty and explaining the land ethic and applying it to us in our modern day. After all it was written by a man who died in 1948. Aldo Leopold exclaims that we have no vital relation to the land, to us is the space between cities on which crops grow. In short, the land is something we have outgrown. I think in summary that the following sums up everything he was trying to point out with the Land Ethic essay.

First that in his day that everything that was considered in ethics was all but the life that sustains ours and makes it possible for us to have been evolved or continue to live here on earth. 


We believe it to be unethical to just commit genocide against other humans, but we would never lose any sleep if we were to commit genocide against a whole species of animal or insect. That not being all also including the actual soil and plant life that sustain even those forms of energy sustaining life and biota. 


Second Aldo points out that the human or (Homo sapiens) are not conquerors of the land but mere members or citizens of it. Making us part of this community of life that we have here on earth. This I found to be very true due to the fact of either point of believing in science or in religion as the origin of man. In either case you are still dependent on this earth and the other living organisms and the soil we live on to survive and live day to day.  He continues on by talking about how we have put monetary value on the land we exploit so we have associated a very small amount of the impact to the whole world as to what we do to it when we can see the immediate impact to our wallet if we let our competition use the resources first. 


The Land Pyramid is something that we discussed in class but is illustrated very well in this  section. He explains the enormous complexity of the food chains not just as linear but as more of a triangular equation. The predator eats the other carnivores which eat the herbivores which eat the biomass from plants which use the resources from the earth and sun to live. If you are to effect any portion of the pyramid it will collapse over time and over so much that you take away and erode out. This is the big point I think that he is trying to make that if we effect the very soil it can have a devastating impact on future life for us and the biota in which we are part.  

This second page is in response to the questions posed on our hand out. I will refer to the number that they are posted by for reference to the question which I will not rewrite for that reason. 

1.                My philosophy for conservation is simple right now but I do want to expound it the more I learn about what is happening to our earth and resources. I recycle because it’s simple, I buy local when it’s convenient, and saving energy is the same thing is saving money so why not try to do it as much as I can. This is not a Greenpeace award-winning philosophy, I am a collage student who is trying to live and support a family while keeping my family safe from processed foods and such that can be harmful to our health.
2.                Well to understand that we are part of a life web of complex correlations and cycles is to understand that we are interdependent on the same resources as a slug or a blade of grass. We are also arguably from the same origin. We are part of a community wether we like it or not, we have the same air to breath and just because we are at the top (so to speak) of the food chain does not give us the right to not give any ethical consideration of our fellow living things around us. Just like a King that uses his subjects for his own personal gain instead of being a great leader and Stewart to them.
3.                   Kind of the same in a way, we still let people throw nitrogen into the ground cause we need the corn to keep McDonald’s around. Even though we have grown a lot since the 1940’s we have regulations and laws in place to help conserve that which is around us. We are no where close to being able to sustain our live styles as humans as we are today. For instance if every human on earth lived like I do we would need 4 earths to supply the amount of resources to provide that.
4.                We would not be able to just put a freeway through a wet land like up by Lagoon. We would not be able to destroy the life and biota around us for our personal gain we would need to find a way to become a more useful and emission free energy user nation and world.
5.                This is harder to answer, cause a beaver does not and will never care if he is effecting millions of insects lives, and there are other animals under that circumstance that would not care either so I would say yes for us but not for other members of the community. We are more intelligent in some ways than other species and I think have a concept of what will happen if we as a biota community exploit all the available resources to us. So we as humans need to decide where the line is and where the point of no return is and try our hardest not to cross it. 
6.                For me it is more on the beauty side upfront I would hate to see all the coral reefs gone and not be able to enjoy that, but on the other hand I would also hate not to have my children be able to live on this planet so the real fact is that I think both are important to me but they are both important to us as a whole. I love the wild in which I can explore life and the world around me, that is where my love for nature comes from the ability to be in and around it. 
7.               Self interest, to tell you the truth I would not care as much if humans were not so intertwined with the rest of the biota, we are dependent on it and that is my only interest in the ethical consideration of the “land”.  I don't necessarily care about the rocks we live on as long as I don’t get killed by them. I do want them to be around but I am more interested in how we can sustain our live and continue to progress and develop into a great species. 

I loved reading “The Land Ethic” it helped me to solidified that what I have learned in class. On top of broadening my perspective of our impact on the world around us. I do believe that this will impact my thinking on what I hold important in the future and how I see what is around me as more of an equal community in which I share with others. 
